Crown: Ode to

the Fresh Cut
By Derrick Barnes

Before Reading: Get Ready

Review the book synopsis with the student to confirm interest in reading
the book. Share the title, author, and illustrator. Talk about the cover. Read the “A Note from the
Author” yourself before beginning this lesson with your student.

Activate comprehension and set a purpose for reading. In today’s book, a young man shares how
he feels when he goes to the barber and gets a great haircut. How do you feel about getting your
hair cut? Do you go somewhere to get your hair cut, or does someone cut your hair in your home?
Let’s read to see how he feels about his hair and his trip to the barber shop. As we are reading, we
will talk about what is happening in the beginning, middle, and end of the story.

Introduce important vocabulary and ask your student to listen for these words during reading.

royalty: When someone says you are treated like royalty, that means you are treated very well,
like the way a king or queen may be treated.

intellectual: A person who is an intellectual thinks and has learned a lot. People consider
someone who is an intellectual to be intelligent or very smart.

fly: In the book today, the author uses the word fly to mean that you look very cool and stylish.
You look really good. Who do you think will look fly in our book today?

NOTE: There are other vocabulary words and terms in today’s book that were not included above.
Should your student ask what they are or if your student seems confused by these words, feel free to
pause and explain them.

During Reading: Read Together

Sit side-by-side to share the book. Follow the conversation prompts and invite your student to ask
questions or comments connected to the text to ensure their comprehension.

* Record your student’s responses using this graphic organizer:
o https://www.readingrockets.org/pdfs/storymap_simple2.pdf
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* After reading p. 9: Let’s talk about (and | will write down for you) what happened in the
beginning of the book.
o A possible response may include that a young man is in a barber shop and is excited about
the cut he is going to get. He is thinking about all of the great things that may happen to him
after he gets this awesome haircut.

» After reading p. 15: What is happening in the middle of our story?
o A possible response may include that the main character is looking around at the great
haircuts other people in the barber shop are getting, and thinking about how they look and
may feel.

 After finishing the book: So, what happened at the end of the book?
o A possible response may be that the young man is really happy about how good he looks and
feels, and the good things that may happen to him now.

NOTE: This book does not have page numbers. These conversation prompts will be marked in the
book for your use.

After Reading: Discuss and Extend

After reading, briefly discuss the text and revisit vocabulary words to ensure your student
understands the text.

* Let’s write to respond to this story. (Choose a prompt for student response and copy the
selected frame into your student’s notebook.)
o When | get my hair cut, | feel ____
o When the young man in the book got his hair cut, he ____
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